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In March, School Nutrition Association members from across the country came together in Washington, DC, for the annual Legislative Action Conference (LAC)—and North Carolina was well represented!
LAC gives school nutrition professionals the opportunity to speak directly with lawmakers about the issues impacting our programs and the students we serve. Members participated in advocacy training and policy briefings before heading to Capitol Hill to meet with members of Congress and their staff.
This year, conversations were guided by the 2026 SNA Position Paper, focusing on three key areas:
· Increasing investments in school meal programs to help cover rising food, labor, and equipment costs and support scratch cooking and local foods
· Protecting and expanding access to healthy school meals for all students, including continued support for CEP
· Ensuring updates to federal school nutrition standards are practical, funded, and feasible for schools to implement
Using the Position Paper helped keep our messaging consistent while allowing members to share real-life examples from North Carolina school districts. These stories helped reinforce an important message: school meals are essential for student health and academic success, and programs need sustainable funding and workable policies to continue meeting high nutrition standards.
Advocacy doesn’t stop at the federal level. SNA NC will have a state advocacy opportunity on May 5, 2026, at the North Carolina General Assembly. This is a great chance for members to connect with state legislators, share the impact of school nutrition programs, and advocate for policies that support our work here at home. More details will be shared as the date approaches.
Thank you to everyone who participated in LAC and continues to support advocacy efforts throughout the year. Together, SNA NC remains a strong voice for school nutrition and the students we serve.

